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Tum enim cæpit Terra ſub Rege [WitLzzMo Normannor 


Duce] et ſub alis Normannis ANGL1Cos: ritus dimittere, et ' 


Francorum mores” in multis-imitari, Gallicum idioma om 
nes magnates in ſuis: Curiis, tanquam magnum gentilitium, 
loqui, Chartas et Chirographa ſua, more Francorum, con- 
ficere, et propriam conlüetudinem in his et in alis mul 
crubelcers, 
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INTRODUCTION. 


N the following D1issERTAT1oN, I have collected 
all that I have hitherto obſerved concerning the Ax- 
TIQUITIE and UsE of SEALs here in EN G- 
LAND; and at the End of it have added, by way of 
Illuſtration, the Copies of ſome ancient Seals found in 
and- about the City of CANTERBURY, of which I 

am now to give ſome Account, the Diſſertation itſelf not being 

ſo proper a Place for it, - 

No 1, is the Seal of Office of Robert Prior of 8. Martin's 
Dover, A. D. 1 1955 and from thence elected to the Abby of 
Egeneſbam. The Impreſs of it is the Hiſtory of St. Martin, 
who, according to the Legend of that Saint, met on a time at 
the Gate of the City of Amiens in France, as he was riding in- 
to or out of it, a poor naked Man; and St. Martin having no- 
thing about him but his Cloak, for he had before beſtowed the 
reſt of his Cloths to the like Uſes, he cut off one half of that 
with his Sword, and gave it to the poor naked Man. Under 
this Impreſs is the Prior's 1 Coat of Arms. In another 
Copy of it are theſe Words underneath, Amia migo togo, and 
round about it ſix Pair of Lions paſſent guardant. 

This Impreſſion ſeems to have been choſen for the Seal of this 
Priory in remembrance of a Collegiate Church which was dedi- 
cated to this Saint in the neighbouring and antient Town of 
DovoR, on the demoliſhing of which this Priory was built, 
and endowed with the * to this Church. 42 

8 


INTRODUCTION, 


the Year “ 696, or the third Year of the Reign of Jythred' 
King of Kent, that Prince is ſaid to have built this Church, 
and appointed it for xxii Secular Canons, who according to 
Deemſday Book were endowed with the following Eſtate. 


MS. C Terre Canonicorum S. Martini de Doure. 


In Left de Eſtrede habebant Canonici de S. Martino tempore R. 
Edwardi 2 1. Solins in Hundr. de Cornely et in Hundr. de Beuſ- 
ſeberge. 

In Left de Linuuarlet habebant 3 ſelins unum in Eſtred Hundr. 
alium in Beliſſolt Hund. et tertium in Blacheſborn Hundx. 
Tempore R. E. erant Prebende communes, et reddebant 61 l. inter 
totum. Modo ſunt diviſe per ſingulos per Epm. Baioc. 

Here theſe Canons continued above 400 Years, and becauſe 
their Church was the only one in the Town of Do vox, there- 
fore they built three others, which were afterwards called Cha- 
pels of the Mother Church of St. Martin: Of theſe, one was 
dedicated to St. Mary the Virgin, and is now the Town Church; 
the other two were dedicated to + St. Nicholas the Patron of 
Seamen, and St. John. Gerwaſe of Canterbury calls this Church 

of St. Martin's Capellam Regiam, or the Royal Chapel, becauſe, 
I ſuppoſe, it was ſerved by thoſe Secular Prieſts, who before 
ſerved the King's Chapel in the Caſtle, But, as one prejudiced 
againſt them in the Cauſe of his Church at Canterbury, he 
obſerves of theſe Canons, that they were ſo given to their Plea- 
ſures, and intent on Secular Buſineſſes, as very little to mind 
or regard Divine Offices, On which, he tells us, that the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, William Corboyle, conſidering how 
diſpleaſing their Lives and Manners were both to Gop and all 
Good Men, and that their ſituation in: the middle of a ſmall 
and populous Town, was no wile convenient for the Con- 
verſation of Religious Perſons, he opportunely took care to 


The Monaſticon tells us, that A/delbo/d, Son to Ethelbert King of Kent, placed 
24 Secular Canons in the Caſtle of Do vo R to ſerve his Chapel there, but, that 
King H4thred, apprehending the Caſtle might be in Danger of being ſurprized, 
by theſe Canons going out and in at all Hours, removed them down into the 
— of Do von, and there built them Houſes and a Church, the Ruins of 
the latter of which are till ſtanding there by the Market · place. 


+ Theſe were both demoliſhed 1537, under the Pretence of their being Chan- 
” ” 
build 
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INTRODUCTION: 


build a new Church out of the Town, where Religious Men 
might attend upon Divine Service, free from Secular Noiſe, Ac- 
cordingly in great haſte a new Church was built with its Offi- 
ces, and very near finiſhed when the Archbiſhop ſickned and 
died, A. D. 1136. This new Church the Archbiſhop intend- 
ed for a Convent of Canons Regular of Mereton: for Gervaſe 
obſerves of him, that having been a * Canon himſelf, he fa- 
voured the Order and Party of Canons, and had promoted one 
Helewiſe a Canon to be his Archdeacon. That, therefore, this 
Deſign of his might take place before his Death, the Arch- 
biſhop ſent down to Dover, John Biſhop of Rocheſter, and 
Bernard Biſhop of St. David's, and Helewiſe his Archdeacon, 
to conſecrate the new Church, and put the Canons in Poſſeſ- 
ſion, who accompanied them thither with their Baggage. But 
the Convent of Chri/t-Church; Canterbury, having Notice of 
this, ſent one of the Monks of that Priory to Dovor to proteſt 
againſt theſe Proceedings, and appeal to the Apoſtolic See 
againſt the Archbiſhop ; on a Plea, that King Henry II. had 
given to them the Old Church of St. Martin's with all its Apper- 
tinencies, and yearly Income or Revenue both on the Land and 
Sea, and confirmed this his Grant by his Royal Charter, This 
Account ſeems to be contradicted by + Sprott, who tells us, 
that King Henry II. with the Aſſent of Arehbiſhop Theobald, 
Corboyle's Succeflor, changed theſe Secular Canons into the Or- 
der of Monks, and built them a new Church, in which, in- 
ſtead of 24 Secular Canons, were ſettled 13 Monks of Chriſt- 
Church, Canterbury, which was then called the Church of the 
Holy Trinity 4. Hured of Beverly, ſeems to ſay the ſame, 
However this be, Gervaſe tells us, that, on this Proteſt and 
Appeal made by the Monks of Canterbury, the two Biſhops de- 
clared they did not care to ſee Rome on this Occaſion, and accord- 
ingly returned to the Archbiſhop to make their Report to him 


63 


* Primo clericus ſecularis, deinde Monachus Benedictinus, poſt Sanctæ Ofithe 
de Chiche prior fuit, Parker Antiquita, &c. p. 191. | 

+ Propter eorum execrabilem lenocinii vitam Henricus Rex 11dus in ordinem 
Monachorum, per aſſenſum archiepiſcopi Theobald; tranſmutavit, et conſtruxit ib- 
idem novam ecclefiam, introductis x111 Monachis de Eccleſia 8. Trinitatis. F. 
Sprotii Chronica. | 

I Anno 1138 Theobaldus fit archiepiſcopus Cantuar. et inſtitucio Monachorum 
in Eccleſia nevi operis DovoRIX. Aluredi Beverlac. Annal. p. 81. 
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how they were treated, who was heartily vexed at this Oppoſi- 
@ D. 1136. tion; but going to Canterbury to expoſtulate with the Monks 
about it, he 2 died in about eleven Days. Of this thews | 
Prior and Convent were not wanting, to make their Advantage ; | 
and accordingly ſent twelve of their Monks to Dovor to take 
Poſſeſſion of this New Church, and conſtituted one William de 
Longaville their Prior. .But the Struggle betwixt the Convent 
and Canons for this new Priory, did not thus end. Henry 
Biſhop of Wincheſter the King's Brother, and Legate of the 
Apoſtolic Sce, in the Vacancy of the Archbiſhopric, expelled 
the new Settlement of a Prior and Monks at DovoR, and for- 
ced them to return to Canterbury. But on Theobald's being pro- 
moted to the See of Canterbury, he being a Friend to the 
Monks, reinſtated them in this new Church of St. Martins at 
Dovor, and ſet over them for their Prior, Aſceline Sacriſt of 
the Church of CANTERBURY, It has been often obſerved, 
that it was the ordinary practice of thoſe who called themſelves 
REeLr1iGiovs, or the Monks and Friars, to do all they could 
to leſſen the Credit and Character of the SECULAR Prieſts, 
and, in particular, to exclaim againſt them as ignorant, lewd 
and diflolute Men, and to the utmoſt indulging their ſenſual 
Luſts, and carnal and worldly Affections. But if the Character 
— of theſe Canons of St. Martin by the Monkiſh Writers 
true, and they were, indeed, ſo corrupt and debauched, and 
worldly minded, as they have repreſented them, as in a manner 
to neglect their Profeſſion, and treat Divine Service with con- 
tempt and neglect, one would wonder how they came to part 
with ſo much of their Income, as to build no fewer than Zhree 
Churches, for the Uſe of the Inhabitants of the 'Town of 
Dovon, or for them to attend on Divine Service, 

However this be, the Old Church of St. Martins was left 
deſolate ; ſome of its Materials, it's probable, were applied to 
the building of the New Church, which in the 28th Year of 
King Henry VIII. followed the fate of the Old One. Ina 

MS. Senner Petition offered to King Edward VI. Commiſſioners, I find 
1 complaint made of this Church being then taken down, and, 
Chriſti Cen- that the Bells and other Ornaments of it were then taken away, 
Ve and given by the King's Commandment to the Chamber of 

| the Town of Dovokx. The Petition, indeed, calls it St. Mar- 
tin's 
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INTRODUCTION, 

tins in the Town and Port of Dovor, whereas the new Church 
or Priory is above half a Mile without the Walls, But whether 
this be only an Impropriety of the Drawers of the Petition, or 
meant of the old Church of St. Martin, that it was ſtanding till 
that time with its Bells, &c. I don't take upon me to determine. 
It is likewiſe intimated in the ſame Petition, that there were 
then likewiſe ue Houſes or Tenements in DovoR, which were 
called the Canons Houſes, I only add, that the fame Impreſs 
which this Priory uſed for its Seal, is to this Day the Seal of 
Maioralty of the Port of Dovok as here repreſented, 


4 


No 3. is the Seal of the Deanery of Do vox. The Impreſs Bp. Kerners 
is the Repreſentation of the Virgin Mary, to whom the Church eee 3 
p. 649, 650. 


of DovoR is dedicated, crowned with her Son in her Arms, 
The Rural Deans had a public authentic Seal of their Office; 
which Privilege was confirmed to them here in England by a 
Legatine Conſtitution of “ Ocho, A. D. 1236, but with ſome Re- 
ſtriction and Diminution of that Honour. For whereas Arch- 
biſhops, Biſhops, Abbats, Priors, Collegiate Deans and Arch- 
deacons (as having a perpetual Office) were allowed to have in- 
ſcribed upon their Seal the Name of their Dignity, Office or 
College, together with their own proper Name, in plain and legi- 
ble Characters, this was denied to Rural Deans and Officials, 
who, enjoying a temporary Office, were to have inſcribed on 
their Seals only the Name of their Office, and not their perſo- 
nal or proper Names. Thus the Legend or Inſcription of this 
Seal is Sigillum decanatus de Douer ; And of another ancient 
'® See Othonis Conſtitut. de Sigillis, and Fo, de Athoris gloſs. 
Seal; 
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Seal; Sigillum officialitatis de Wengham, With this Seal the 

Rural Deans ſigned their Certificatories made upon the Return 

of Citations, Letters procuratory, Inquiſitions of the Right of 
Patronage, Induction of Clerks, and other Acts and Inſtruments 

which paſt through their Office : And when their Office was 

| expired they were to reſign this Seal of it into the Hands of that 
| | Perſon, Biſhop or Archdeacon, by whom they were commiſ- 
ſioned, or from whom they held their Office, To avoid all 

corrupt and clandeſtine dealings, diligent care was to be taken of 
the Cuſtody of theſe Seals: For Example, the Dean was to 
keep his Seal in his own Hands, or to commit it to the Cuſto- 
dy of ſome one ſingle Perſon, who ſhould take an Oath for the 
ſafe Cuſtody of it, and not affix it to any Writing without the 
Inſpection and Conſent of the Dean himſelf ; to let the Uſe of 
it be freely and eaſily obtained in the Caſe of indigent Perſons, 
but ſtrictly with-held from all falſe and fraudulent Deeds; and 
finally, that no Writing ſhould be ſo ſealed but which had the 
Date of the Day, Month, Year, and Place inſerted in the be- 
ginning of it, Bat when the Rural Deans loſt the Juriſdiction 
of their Office, it was time to ſurrender the Seals of it, which 
became appropriated to the Archdeacons and their Officials, 
who ſoon made a greater Benefit of them. For whereas the 
Rural Deans were, de jure communi, to put their Seals gratis, 
the Archdeacons and their Officials could pretend, that in their 
modern Times a moderate Exaction of Fees was not prohi- 

bited. 


Ne 5. Has the Impreſſion of one of our King's Heads, King 

Edward I. who removed the Staple hither for a Time, with a 

Legend, as I read it, S. SU BSIDII PANNORUM. The 

D # Seal of the * Subſidy of Cloths, Antiently the Town and Port 

inqae Ports, ITY" 

þ. 110. edie, Of Sandwich in Kent was particularly famous for making Bays 
1728, and Says, and had, before of 397 Houſes 1n it inhabited, 

Ne 11. is an Impreſſion taken from a. Stone found ſome- 


where about / bilſtable in Kent, It ſeems a Roman engraving.” 


* In the 10 Hen. VI, the Commons petitioned the King, that two Perſons 
in every Hundred within the Realm might by Commiſſion be appointed to ſearch 
the due making of woollen Clothes, and to Seal the ſame, taking therefore one 
Penny. Cotton's Abr. of Records, &c, p. 601, See Statutes 22 Eq. IV. c. 5. 
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Ne 12. Is a Repreſentation of St. Peter in his fiſhing Boat 
drawing his Net. It ſeems the Impreſs of a Seal of the Pope's, 
which he calls Annulus Piſcatoris, or the Seal'd Ring of the 
Fiſher, with which he ſeals ſome of his Briefs. Thus Pope 
Clement VIII's Privilege to the Printers, &@c. of the Miſſals, &c. 
zs thus concluded, Datum Romæ apud Sanctum Mariam ſub an- 
nulo Piſcatoris die vii July MDCIIIIL. DOES 
N* 14. is only an E crowned, perhaps the Impreflion of a: 
Seal Ring once belonging to one of the Edwards. 
No 15, 16. Are the Repreſentation of a braſs Inſtrument found 
at Reculver in Kent, and now in the Poſſeſſion of the Reverend 
Mr. William Goſtling, minor Canon of Chriſt Church, Canterbury. 
It is ſuppoſed to have been uſed by the Romans for their Standard 
Colours, which were laced to it thro' the ſeveral Holes which 
are on either fide a larger one, through which, it appears by 
another found ſince by the ſame curious Gentleman, went a 
Swivel with an oval Loop or Ring at top to faſten it by to the 
Pole or Pike held by the Standard-Bearer, a Repreſentation o 
which is very common in the Allocutions on the Roman Medals, . 
only with this difference, that in hem the Pole or Staff ſeems 
to have gone through this Hole, as in the engraved Plate, which - 
I have here added, copied from Montfaucon. By there being a 
Tau or Croſs on one fade of it, one would gueſs it to be one of 
the Emperor Conſtantine's Standards, whoſe Coins and Medals 
have been ſo frequently met with where this was found. On 
the other ſide is the Reſemblance of a Roſe. The Length of it is 
nine Inches and five Eighths, beſides its being a little crooked. 
The other is not ſo long, being juſt ſeven Inches long, and has 
but three Holes on a fide to lace the Standard to it. | 
On the Head Piece, at the top of Page 1. is an Impreſſion an " 
Repreſentation of a Seal found in a Grave in the Church-Yard of St. 
Laurence in the Iſle of Tenet. Richelet tells us, that pour eviter la Didtimarir,. 
falffication, on enterroit les ſeaux ou cachets avec ceux qui Sen FOO 
etoient ſervi. For avoiding their Falſification they burzed their 
Seals or ſealed Rings with thoſe whoſe they. were, or who uſed 
them. He elſewhere obſerves, that ſealed Rings or Signets, are 
much more ancient than any other Seals ; and, that the Uſe of 
them continued a long time in ſealing Wills, Contracts and Letters. 
He reters to the following French and other Writers for a 1 
a 5 A . 
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Bp. Tunflal's 
Exemplifica- 
tion of P. Cle- 
ment VII. Let- 
ters to the 
Dean of the 
Cardynal Col- 
lezein Oxford, 
1528, penes 
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INTRODUCTION, 
and more perfect Account of SEALs, viz. Loiſſeau Traite des 
Offices: Le Bret de la Souverainete: Kirchman de annulis: le 
P. Moabillon de re diplomatica: et Heineccius de Sigillis printed 
at Francfort and Leipſib. . 
There being Room, I have ordered to be engraved on the 
ſame Plate with the Roman Standards, a piece of the Seal of the 
College of Me in KenT founded by 7h Kemp a native of 


that Pariſh, and Archbiſhop of Canterbury 1452, and a Cardinal 


of the Roman Church. In the Proem to the Statutes ordered 
by him for the Government of this College, he thus remembers 
his being baptized in this Pariſh Church. I qud Ecclefid Paro- 
chiali Sancti Gregorii de Wye Cantiane Dioceſis, de ſacro fonte 
renati _ He added, that this College was intended by him 
for a Maſter or Provoſt, who ſhould be called 29e Maſter of the 
College of S. Gregory and 8. Martin. Accordingly theſe two 
Patron Saints are repreſented on the Seal, and underneath them 
in a Nich the Archbiſhop in the Cardinal's Habit in a praying 
Poſture, and round the Edge of the Seal is this Legend or In- 
ſcription, > S1GILLUM COMMUNE COLLEGII SANCTORUM 
GREGORI1I ET MARTINI DE WYE, The common Seal of the 
College of the Saints Gregory and Martin of Wye, 

To theſe I have added the Sign or Stamp of William Claiburgh, 
of the Dioceſis of Coventry and Lichefeld, L. L. D. Canon of the 
Cathedral Church of Lincoln, and Apoſtolical Prothonotary, 1 528. 
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1 beg leave only to add, to ſhew, that I am not ſingular in 
the Choice of this Subject, That in the Reigns of Queen li- 
ſabeth and King James I. there was a Society of learned Anti- 
quaries who uſed to meet together at London, to conſider and 
diſcourſe of the moſt material things in Engliſb Hiſtory, and 
Antiquities, Of this, our learned and judicious Mr. Cambden 
makes mention, in the Diſpute betwixt him and Brooke. Refe- 
ratur — ad Collegium Antiquariorum, qui ftatis temporibus con- 
veniunt, et de rebus antiquis conferunt, quorum plerique etiam in 
Genealogiis ſunt exercitati, One of theſe Antiquaries, was 
one Mr. Francis Tate, an eminent Lawyer, who wrote ſeveral 
Diſcourſes on various Subjects for the uſe of, or to be read at 
theſe Meetings. Of theſe, its ſaid, there are no fewer now 
preſeryed than #wenty-ezght, written by Mr, Tate's own hand in 
a 4to Book ; two of which are, 

1. Of the Antiquity of Seals. | 

2. Of thoriginal of ſeling here in England with Armes, or 
otherwiſe, 23 Funii, 33 Eliſab. 1591. : 

Our learned Lawyer and Antiquary Mr. Selden gave him this 
Character, Vir clariſſimus, multijugæ eruditionis & vetuſtatis 
peritiſſimus, Preface to Summa magnum Hengham. 1616. 
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of the ANTiqQuitTyY and Us E of SEALS in 
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' NGULPH in his Hiſtory of Dugdale's An- 
 CRoYLAND informs us, that at set 
firſt here in ENGLAND, many * pi, . 020, 
Farms or Eſtates in Land, were col. 1. 
8 or diſpoſed of by our 
| and Great Loos only by 
Word of Mouth, without Wri- 
ting or Charter ; but only with 
the Lord's Sword or Helmet, or 
a his Drinking-Horn or Cup: and 
— = | a great many Tenements with 
WN 2 a Spur, a Curry-comb, or a Bow, 
. me with « an "Aw: Te appears by a Charter of King Wi- 
thred, A. D. Maes if it be rea), thatin ſome Grants made to OY 
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* Conferebantur primd multa prædia nudo verbo abſque ſcripto vel charta, 


tantum cum Domini gladio, vel galea, vel cornu, vel cratera, 6 . ens 
men 
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Religious, Cc. in Confirmation of them, a * Turf of the 
Land which was granted, was laid by the the Granter on the 
the Holy Altar. But afterwards in the Time of the Saxons, 
they had their Chirographs, a Name which the Normans altered 
Mad Diſ- for theirs of Charters, Theſe Charters, it was the Uſage in this 
_— uc. Kingdom, before the Reign of King + Edward the Confeſſor, 

ing anci- 2 0 f f 
ent Charters to ratify by ſubſigning their Names with golden Croſſes and 
and Inſtru- other facred Signs. Of this we are aſſured by I2gulph, and 
| Sxed to ho that it was done both by the Parties and Witneſſes. Thus in a 
Formulare An» Charter of King Henry, Son of the Conqueror, to the Church 
„ of Norwich, dated the third of the Nones of September, A. D. 
8 1101, (if I may be allowed to produce a Charter made after the 
Conqueſt, to prove the manner of ſigning Charters before) at 
the Bottom we ſee the King's and Queen's Names, with the 
Sign of the Croſs made with a Pen, and illuminated with Gold, 
and underneath the Name of the King's Brother Robert Duke 

of Normandy thus. 


Þ Ego Henricus rex donavi et F} 
firmavi 


5 Ego regina 


conceſſi et con 


Þ Ego Robertus dux Normannorum frater regis Hen. con- 
ceſſi et hoc ſigno crucis confirmavi. 


Then follow the Names of the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Farls, 
Abbots and Clergy in three Columns as Witneſſes, and at the 


menta cum calcari, cum ſtrigili, cum arcu, et nonnulli cum ſagitta; ſed hec ini- 
tio regni ſui in poſterioribus annis immutatus eſt iſte modus, 
Ad cujus cumulum etiam affirmationis, ceſpitem hujus ſupradicte terre ſupra 
ſanctum Aftars poſui, 
+ He ſeems to be the firſt in England, that made uſe of a Seal hanging to his 
Charters, &c, But this I find conteſted by ſome of our learned Antiquaries, who 
have thought, that pendent Seals were not introduced here till the Time of King 
Edward I. and vouch'd a Charter of Henry I. granted to Anſelm, to which the 
Great Seal was 'fix'd on the left Side of the Parchment. And Brian Twine 
affirms, that he ſaw a Charter of William the Conqueror ſo ſealed in the Lumley 


Library, But, that this Obſervation is not certain, appears by contrary In- 
CES, | 


end 


— 
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end of every one of their Names a Croſs thus , and at the Bot- 
tom of all are placed three Croſſes in this manner.  — 


But Ingulph obſerves, that the Normans, after they came hi- 
ther with their Duke William the Baſtard, diſliking the En- 
81 manner of making their Chrirographs, not only altered that 
ame into that of Charters, but ordered them to be confirmed 
with an Impreſſion made on * Wax, by the ſpecial Seal of every 
one of the Parties, under the Atteſtation or Enſealing or Dro 
ing of three or four Witneſſes who ſtand by and ſee the Sealing | 
done. This our learned Antiquary Mr. Lambert underſtood as Perambula- 
an Intimation that, until after the Conqueſt, Seals were not uſed *” FAY 
here in England by any Subject. But however this be, Sir Vil- 
liam Dugdale has obſerved, that King Edward the Confeſſor's 
Charter, granted to the Abby of Weſtminſter, A. D. 1066, is 
ſealed, and, that it is the firſt of the kind that we have in this 
| Kingdom, This Prince, it ſeems, had his Education in Nor- 
mandy ; or, however, was ſome time at the Court of his Couſin 
the Duke of that Country, and there learned ſeveral Norman 
Uſages, ſome of which, after his return home, he introduced 
into this Kingdom, particularly this of ratifying Charters by a 
Seal of Wax. N 
This Opinion is oppoſed by Lord Cote, who obſerves, that 1 Iyit. fol. 7. 
e the Sealing of Charters and Deeds is much more ancient than“ 
« this Time. For the Charter of King Edwyn *, Brother of * Or FA. 
« King Edgar, bearing Date A. D. 956, made of the Land 


Les ſceaux ſont des empreintes ſur de la cire, ou ſur quelque autre matiere 
de lignage et des armoiries, et des deviſes connũes de ceux qui ont droit d'en avoir 
pour marquer leur autorite et leur juriſdiction. Richelet Diction. v. Seau, 


e called. 
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& called Feclea in the Iſle of Ely, was not only ſealed with his 
* own Seal, which appeareth by theſe Words, Ego Edwinus, 
%% &c, meum donum prori figillo confirmavi, but allo the Biſhop 
„ of Wincheſter 5 to his Seal, Ego Elfwints Winton : Ecclefie 
« Divinus ſpeculator proprium Sieillum impreſſi: And the Char- 
« ter of King Ofa, whereby he gave the Peter-Pence, 5 9g _ 
e remain under Seal.“ But to this it has been anſwered, 

the Word S1G1ILLUM in thoſe Times, was often uſed in the 28 
Senſe with the Word StG NUM; as, on the other hand, the 
Word Signum was often put for Sig! lam, as [Sir Henry Spelman, 
Du Freſue, &c. have obſerved in their Gloſſaries. Nor is this 
all, fince it's ſure the Word Sigillum did not always ſignify a Seal 
of Wax. For Inſtance, there is a Charter of this ſame King 


Edwie's, dated A. D. 956, granting to the Abby of Bath 30 
Manſes, &c. at Dy pda ame, ſubſigned, 


Ego Fdwig Res Anglorum indeclinabs liter conceſſi tha 

Ego Eadgar ejuſdem Regis frater celeriter concę 

Ego Odo Archiepiſcopus cum figno ſancte Crucis impreſſi 

Ego AElfinus preſul Sigillum agye Crucis impreſſi H, &c. 

There is the ſame Subſignation in another Charter of this Kin 
Edwie or Adwig. So alſo a Charter of King Ætbelſtan, made 
- 35 Monks of Bath of Land in Priſctun $3 ZEjetun, dated 

25, Kt is ſubſigned, 


thelſtan Rex totius Britannie prefatam Donationem cum 
Kegel Sancte Crucis confirmavi , &c. | 


So a Charter of King Eadmund, made to his Theigne Etrhel- 


noth, dated A. D. 941, is ſubſigned, 


Ego Eadmundus Rex Anglorum Seats Donationem cum 
Sigillo Sancte >þ« confirmavi. 


As to King Of/a's Charter of the Peter-Pence, to be 
yearly to the School of the Engliſb then flouriſhing at Rome, out 


of every Family in his Kingdom; it is obſerved by Mr. Madox, 
that if it be meant, that it yet remains under a Seal of Wax, if 


it could be“ ſeen, it would, perhaps, appear to be either a 2 


Our learned eee Mr. Somner has written in the Margin of the 
lume of Sir Henry —_ Councils, p. 311. now in the Library of Chri 3 5 
Canterbury, The Charter hereof, Offa's Charter, is with the Primate of Ireland : 


But he does not ſay it is under a Seal of Wax; more probable, it is aal the Beal 
1s of Lead, if there be any. 


Rarity 
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Rarity or a Counterfeit, I, for my part, know of nothing to 
oppoſe to this, but what Igulph ſays of Turketel Abbat of Croy- 
land, that he was one of great Generoſity and gave to the Church 
of Croyland ſeveral Mannors, et teſtamentum onde Sigillo ſtrenurſſims 
Regis Edgari* filii Edmundi Regis fignatum confirmavit. This has Fratris, 

e Appearance, however, of King Edgar's uſing a Seal, unleſs 
by Sigillo fignatum be only meant, that Edgar ſigned with the 
fame Sign of the Croſs that King Edmund uſed to fign with. 

But indeed this ſeems a Miſtake for Edgar the Brother of Ed. Faſi Savil. 
mund, who reigned A. D. 959. Sir Henry Spelman tells us, that Of antient 
ſome of the Saxon Kings, as particularly this memorable Edgar“, 8 
and Edward the Confeſſor, uſed both Croſſes and Seals in their » 4, D. 959. 
Charters, This, as to Edgar, he ſays is abſolutely denied by « 955. 
great Antiquaries, But his great Charter to the Abbey of Ram. 

fey is thus concluded; Manus mee Subſcriptione hanc Chartu- 
. decrevi roborare, et Sigilli mei impreſſiune communire. 

That he meant here by Sigilli impreſſione, not the putting to of 

his Mark, which ſometimes is called Sigillum, but pointing it 

with his Seal is plainly declared in the end of his Charter of the 
Sanctuary of Weſtminſter, which is thus expreſs'd : I certius 
credatur, Manus noſtre ſubſtriptione 8 eam decrevimus robo- 

rare, et de Sigillo noſtro juſſimus ſigillare. But Sir Henry adds, 

that the Deeds before the Conqueſt are, at this Day, ſo rare, 

that though he had ſeen diverſe, yet could he never obtain one 
Original. So that Sir Henry never ſaw any Seal of King Edgars, 

as he tells us he had of King Eduard the Confeſſor's on two ſe- 

veral Charters. 

However this be, its certain the Confeſſor both made the Sign Du Fre/ve 
of the Croſs, and uſed a Seal pendent, as is plain from the fol- Gloſſar. 
lowing Confirmation of one of his Charters: Noſinet 1þft proprid 
manu ſubſcribendo figno ſancte Crucis illud corroboravimus, et Si- 
gilli noſtr: impreſſione inſigniri precepimus et demandavimus, et 
Sigilli inſignia append: voluimus; which laſt Words are wanting 
in King Edgar's Charter. By this its plain, this Prince retained 
the antient Uſage of ſubſcribing his Name, and ſigning the Sign 
of the Croſs, and added the Impreſſion of his Seal, his own 
Image fitting in a Chair, and the ordering it to be hung on his 
Charter. Our Hiſtorian John Speed has given us a Copy of the 
Face and Reverſe of the Conqueror's Broad Seal, which 1s ap- 

. pendant 


* 
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Net ad Ead- pendent to his Charter granted to the Abby of Veſiminſter; and 
merum, p. 


88 810 r. Selden another of that fixed to the Charter of Battle Abby 
e en” granted to it by the ſame Prince. Theſe Seals are both exactly 
alike repreſenting him as King of the Enghfh, and Duke of the 
Normans, . The learned Du Freſne ſeems to queſtion whether 
theſe Seals were of Wax, or Lead, and obſerves, that Seals of 
* Lead were long before in uſe, and, that it is uncertain when 
x. $criptores, thoſe of Wax were introduced. V. de Thorne tells us, that 
col. 1765, Auſtin the Monk uſed to ſeal on lead; and, that they had in St. 
: Auſtin's Abby one of theſe Seals belonging antiently to ſome fo- 
reign Biſhop, on the Face of which was this Inſcription, Sigil- 
lum prothomartyris Stephani. Sir ee Spelman has given us 
| Copies of both theſe Seals ; The fr/# of St. Auſtin has this In- 
ſcription, 8. AWGV8TINI EPI. The other an Inſcription 
ſomewhat different from that given us by Thorne, thus; & 81- 
GILLVM. SCI. STEPHANI. PROTO. MARIS. It 
does not appear to me, that King Harold, Edward the Confeſſor's 
Madex's Dil. Succeſſor, uſed any Seal, but by the Charters yet remaining, 
{ertat-P-XxVil. ſuppoſing they are genuine, and unforg'd, it's plain, that a good 
while 4. 5 the Conqueſt the Uſage of ſubſigning with Croſſes 
was retained, King WMilliam the firſt ſubſigns with the Croſs: 
He imitates the Confeſſor, and uſes both his Seal and the Sign 
of the Croſs, and the Witneſles uſe the Croſs. King William 
the Second uſes the Seal of the Croſs, as it is termed, and the 
Witneſſes make Crofles at the End of their Names. King Henry 
the Firſt, as has been obſerved above, and the Witneſſes uſe the 
Sign of the Croſs, though the Forms of the Croſſes uſed by the 
King and Queen, and the King's Brother, as they are not the 
ſame, ſo they much more differ from thoſe uſed by the Witneſ- 
ſes. King Stephen likewiſe uſed the Croſs. The ſame was the 
Uſage of Subjects about this Time, as appears by William de 
Merley, who lived about A. D. 1119, and uſed only the Sign or 
Scal of the Croſs, But the uſual Way in thoſe Times ſeems to 
have been for our Princes and great Men to hang a Seal of Wax 
to their Charters, Thus in the curious Collection of Seals of the 


La matiere des Seaux a ete differente et meme arbitraire; on en voit d'or, 


d' argent, de plomb, et de cire, qui eſt a om la plus ordinaire matiere des Seaux 


ſeul qui ſe ſert de plomb. Richelet Di- 
Earls 


des Rois et des Souverains, Le Pape eſt 
Ctionaire, 
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Earls of Richmond, made by the learned Editor of the Regiſter 
of that HONOWR, we find them uſed by thoſe Earls at this 
very time, or ſoon after, | | 

The very learned Du Freſne obſerves, that in France Noble- 
men then firſt of all acquired to themſelves a Seal when they 
came of Age, or were one and twenty Years old, and ſo were 

| Knighted, which it was the Cuſtom for them to be as ſoon as 
they arrived at thoſe Years. So that, it ſeems, as if none be- 
neath the Order or Degree of Knights had the Privilege of having 
and uſing Seals. But this was altered before A. D. 1376, when it 
appears, that Eſquires had likewiſe this Privilege, and, that when 
hey were made Knights they changed or altered their Seals. | 

Here in England we are told, that Richard de Lucy, chief Lambard's 
Juſtice of England in the Reign of King Henry II, about A. D. Perambulat 
1162, is reported to have reprimanded an ordinary Subject for 3 ; 4 
that he uſed a private Seal, or a Seal of his own, as I under- * 
ſtand it, when as that 5 as he ſaid, to the King and 
Nobility only. But if this be ſo, it cannot be taken for granted, 
that from the Time of the Conqueſt Seals came to be generally 
uſed in this Kingdom, unleſs it be only meant, that they were ge- 
nerally uſed by the King and his Nobles or great Men, by Knights 

and Eſquires, but not by all Ranks and Conditions of Men as they 
are at preſent. 

But to this it is obſerved by that learned and diligent Anti- nh of. He 
quarian Mr. Selden, that we are ſure by the expreſs Words of _ Part II. 
Ingulpbus, that the Uſe of Seals was promiſcuous in England to p. 2 Rape ry 
Perſons of all Qualities that would uſe them, and that imme- 1631. 
diately after the coming of the Normans, although it be true, 
that divers Charters were, for a little time, made only with the 
Subſcriptions of Names and Croſſes according to the Saxon Man- ; 
ner : That ſo much alſo was a known Law under Henry the ſee | 
cond, if, at leaſt, we may believe that Book attributed to Rnadall 
de Glanvill, where we read thus, Si debitor cartam ſuam non ad- 
vocat, duobus modis eidem contraire vel contradicere poteſt creditor, 
ſcilicet ipſum Sigillum in Curia recognoſcendo ſuum eſſe, &c,, That De aca. ter. 
it is plain by Bracton, that Seals were frequent or common, and Dom. cap.16. 
one of the eſſential parts of every deed according to the known ? '*: 

Law of his Time, which was under King Henry the Third: 
That as to the Story of Sir es de Lucie juſt now mentioned, 
| it 
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it might be, that fault might be juſtly found with one for uſing 
another's Seal, Which was held as a Forgery, or for uſing a Seal 
of Arms, though ſuch Seals were ſcarce ſo early, proper with 
us only to Gentlemen, at leaſt, who had ſometimes their great 
Seals and * leſs Seals, the one being, it ſeems, their Seals of 
Arms, the other ſome Deviſe without a Scutcheon : But that 
any Perſon might not then have uſed a Seal in the Nature of the 
leſs or privy Seal of Gentlemen, he thought could never be 
proved. By this it ſhould ſeem as if this great Man was of Opi- 
nion, that they were only the Great Seals which were appropri- 
ated to the King, the Nobility and Knights. This, perhaps, 
may be the Meaning of what Du Fre/ze obſerves, that Eſquires 
when they were knighted changed their Seals, or had a Great 
Seal, However this be, that learned Man is very plain in affirm- 
ing, that in France A, D. 1226, a Perſon under the Order of a 
Knight had not a Seal of his own, or a proper Seal. Glanvil 
and Bra#on, only ſay, that Seals were one of the eſſential Parts 
of every Deed, not, that a Man's own Seal was ſo : And Ingul- 
phus's Words are not, I think, expreſs for every one of an 
Condition having a Seal of his or her own, but only, that the 
Uſe of Seals was introduced in the Room of Croſſes. However 
this be, its pretty certain, that about the Time of King Edward 
III. A. D. 1330. Seals became very common, ſo as not only 
they who were Gentlemen, or of higher Degree and Quality 
uſed to have Scals, but others of meaner Rank and Condition 
had, and uſcd them of their own deviſing. They were very 
curious in having them finely done; and the Conventual Churches 
of St. Auftin's near Canterbury, St Andrew's Rocheſter, and St. 
Trinity. at Norwich, had their Seals lettered round their Edges, 
dee Dr. Stukely's Itinerarium 9 
Here in England theſe Scals reſpectively were in Wax of ſeve- 
Tal Colours, either red, green, or yellow. Du Freſne adds white, 
and informs us, that in France the Univerſities and Communities 
uſed red Wax; and that green Wax was formerly moſtly uſed 


Johannes de Burgo cognovit quod appoſuit parvum ſigillum ſuum cuidam 
ſcripto, quod fecit Decano et Capitulo de Licheſeud de confirmatione et quieto cla- 
meo de adyocatione de Herdel, et apponet Sigillum ſuum. Magnum predicto 


ſcripto circa tertiam ſeptimanam poſt paſcham. TIill 44 Hen. 3. placit. apud 


A. Þ. 1260. 
| We/tlmo, 


in 


DS 
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in the King's Seals or Diplomas, this Colour denoting the 

Thing to remain in perpetual Vigor, but that then ſome Dip- 

lomas in the French Chancery were ſealed with yellow Wax: 

That the Earls of Poictou did uſe white Wax for their Seals, 

and that then Seals of white Wax related to the Military Order 
of the Holy Ghoſt. The ſame Uſage has obtained here in Eng- 

land, Till the Reign of Q. Mary I. or, for ought I know, later, 

our King's broad Seals were in green, or, however, in dark co- 

loured Wax, whereas they are now impreſſed on yellow Wax, 

which, Du uk 65 obſerves from Tilius, belonged to the King 

alone by a peculiar Prerogative to make uſe of in his Seals: And 

the Seals 6 Biſhops, Univerſities, Corporations, &c. are in 

red Wax. As to the Shape of theſe pendent Seals, thoſe of the 

King, Abbats and Corporations were round, as were thoſe of 

Earls and other great Lords, and of different ſizes. Thoſe of 
Eccleſiaſtical Perfons or Offices, however their Seals of Office, 

as of Biſhops, Rural Deans, Chancellors, Officials, &c. were 

uſually oblong or oval, but their Privy Seals were round. The 

Seals of great Ladies who were under covert were commonly of 

the ſame Form, though not always ſo. But the Contre Seals or 

Privy Seals were round, and ſometimes oval, as Ne 6. but of a | 
Size leſs than the Great Seal. Some of the Conventual Seals Sate 
had an Inſcription round the Edge like our mill'd Crowns, Gc. Itine. curio- 
intimating 12 the Seal was made. If any Credit be to be 
Irs to the following Rhymes, the Conqueror uſed white Wax 

or his Seal, and made no other Impreſſion on it, in ſome of his 

Grants, than the Dent or Bite of one of his Teeth. Thus he is 
repreſented as granting to one Pauline Royden, the Mannor of 

Hope and Hope Town in the following Form : 


I Wilkam King in the third Year of my Reign 
Give to thee Paulyne Royden Hope and Hope Town, 
With all the Bounds both up and down, 
From Heaven to Yearth, trom Yearth to Hell, 
As truly as this King's Right is mine, 
For a Croſs-bow and an Arrow, 
When I ſhall come and hunt yon Yarrowe. 
And in token, that this Thing is ſothe, 
J bite the white Wax with my fang Tothe, 
D 2 Before 
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Before Meg, Maud, and Margerie, 
And my third Son Henry. 


But however this be, by the Seals yet remaining pendent to 
the ſeveral Charters of our Princes and great Lords, it appears, 
that they anciently uſed their own Images or Pictures in the 

| Impreſſions of their Seals. King Edward the Confeſſor is repre- 
ſented, on both the Face and Reverſe of his Seal, fitting on a 
Throne or Seat without any back to it; on the Face of the Seal 

he holds a Crofier in his right Hand, and a Globe in his left, 
and, on the Reverſe, he has in his right Hand a Staff with a 
Gooſe or Swan on the Head of it, and in his left a Sword: The 
Legend or Circumſcription on both ſides being alike thus, & SI- 
GILLVM EAOWAROI ANGLORVM BASILEI. The 
Conqueror is repreſented on the Face of his Seal as ſitting on the 
ſame Sort of Bench or Throne as the Confeſſor fits on, with a 
drawn Sword erect in his right Hand, and a Globe with a Croſs 
on it in his left, and round the Seal this Legend or Circumſcrip- 
tion: RHOC ANGLIS RE GEM SIGNO FATEA- 
RISEVNOCM. On the Reverſe he is figured on Horſe- 
back in Armour, or dreſſed in a Coat of Mail, holding a Banner 
in his right Hand, and a Shield on his left Arm, with this Le- 
gend or Circumſcription; HOC NORMANNORVM 
WILLIELMVM NOSCE PAT RON VM SI: Which 
ſeems peculiar to the Deſign of this Charter to which this Seal is 
affixed, viz. the Endowment of the Abby of BATTEL in 
Suſſex. However this be, the Legend on the Reverſe of his 
Sons, William and Henry's Seals, where they are repreſented as 
their Father is on his Seals, is as follows: — DEI GRATIA 

DVX NORMANNO RVO. Upon the Shield which 
theſe Princes bear on their left Arms, its obſerv'd, that till about 
A. D. 1137. one does not fee any diſtinct Charge, or however 

Reg. Heri, any that is Hereditary. About that time Stephen Earl of Rich- 
| Sell ek * mond is pictur'd on his Seal with his Shield on his right Hand in- 
4. D. 1189. ſtead of his left, and on it ſeven Fleur de Lis. King Richard I. 

is, I think, the firſt of our Kings who has any Charge on his 
Shield, and He bears one or more Lions rampant on it, 
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The learned Du Freſne has obſerved, that almoſt always in 

the Seals of the Nobility are figured Horſemen, who if they 

were of the Order of Knights, had a Tunic ſpread over their 

Armour, But this John Rows, quoted by Sir William Dugdale, 

informs us, was not the Uſage here in England till King Jobn's 4: D. 1199. 
Time, when in the Seals of the great Lords appeared Tunics or 

Surcoats over their Armour or Coats of Mail, which reached down 

to their Ancles. Tempore Regis Johannis erant in Sigillis Domi- 
norum tunice ſuper loricis, non autem ante, erant autem tunice longe 
ad talos. But when this Writer ſays, that theſe Tunics were 

not in the Lords Seals before this Time, he is not to be underſtood 

ſtrictly, that there was no Seal before this Time in which they 
appeared, ſince in the Seal of Galfridus Earl of Richmond who Rif. Han- 
died A. D. 1186, in the Reign of King Richard I. is he depict- 4. Rich. 
ed with one of theſe Tunics or Surcoats over his Armour hang- N.. V. 
ing down to his Heels. This, perhaps, was done in imitation 
of our Princes, who are thus repreſented on the reverſe of their 

Seals; whereas the Lords Seals are thus engraven on their Faces, 
with their Names and Titles in the Legend or Circumſcription. 

After the Reign of King Ricbard I. it was held a great Honour 

for thoſe whoſe Anceſtors had ſerved in the Holy War, as it 
was called, to retain the ſame Badges and Marks which hey 

bore there. So that then our great Lords did not only continue 

them in their Shields upon their Seals, but to be better known 

and diſtinguiſhed, had the like Badges or Devices put on their 

Tunics of Silk, which, as has been ſaid before, they wore over 

their Armour, both before and behind, and on the Capariſons | 
and Houſings of their Horſes, Some have thought, that this % origin 
Uſage of bearing Devices on the Shields repreſented on their of Arms. p. 5. 
Seals was more ancient, and mention an Impreſſion of a Seal of 
Arnulphus the great Earl of Flanders, affixed, not appended, to 

an Inſtrument in the Year 941, upon which is his Image and a 

Shield hanging about his Neck, inclining to his Right Hand, 

charged with a Figure, which Antiquity had defaced. Jow- 

ever this be, among us King Richard I. is obſerved to be the 

firſt on whoſe Shield we ſce any Charge or Device. This is by 

ſome attributed to the Faſhion or Poſture of the Man on Horſe- 

back on Seals, in holding his Shield on his left Arm from the 
beginning of the eleventh Century to the middle of the ge" L 

| whic 
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which Faſhion was OY the Man to caſt back his left Arm 
with the Shield, ſo that the Concave or inner Side of it was on- 
ly ſeen, and the Convex or outer Side was hid, fo that if there 
were any Figures on it, they could not be ſeen. But in the 
tenth Century this Faſhion was altered, and the Man carried his 
Shield of Arms right before him. So, indeed, is King Stephen 
repreſented on the Reverſe of his Seal, but the Shield is plain, 
and his Succeſſor King Henry II. has his on his left Arm, or in his 
left Hand, fo that we ſee only the Infide of it. But on Richard 
Iſt's Shield, which is born before him, we ſee a Lion rampant, 
another of which ſeems to be on the other Part of the Shield 
which is not ſeen. So is that Prince repreſented in the Copy 
of his Great Scal, given us by our Chronicler Speed. A later 
Writer obſerves, that this Prince, on his return from the Hol 
Land, had on his Seal a Man on Horſeback, with a Shield in 
the ordinary ancient Poſture, charged with three * Leopards, 
which are ſaid to be the proper Arms of England than aſſumed 
by this Prince. But our own Hiſtorians tell us, that as this 
Richard, who was ſtiled Ceur de Leon, was the firſt of the En- 
gliſh Kings who bare Arms on his Seals, viz. two Lions rampant 
combatant ; ſo he was the firſt who carried on his Shield FHree 
Lions paſſant. This was done on the King's return to England, 
when he cauſed a new Broad Seal to be made, for which he 
gave this Reaſon, that his firſt Seal was loſt, and in the Time 
of his being Captive in Almaigne, was in the power of another, 
This Example of their Prince was ſoon followed by the En- 
gliſh Subjects, ſince Peter de Dreux Earl of Richmond, A. D. 
1221, has his Arms on his Shield, which he does not bear right 
before him, but on his left Arm and before him. Alan Fitz;- 
Brian who died A. D. 1190, and bore his Shield with his Arms 
on it, right before him. | | 

About the Year 1218, as John Raus informs us, the Lords, 
who after their wonted Uſage, had on their Seals Horſemen 
armed with Swords, now put on the back of their Seals, their 
Arms a new in Shields. Thus the Seal of Peter de Dreux . 


In the Pourtraicture of the Conqueror before that venerable Record, the 


Regiſter of the Honour of Richmond, we ſee depicted on the fore Part of the Ar- 
mour two Leopards paſſant. 
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Duke of Britain and Earl of Richmond, who died A. D. 1250, 
had, on the fore Part of his Seal, his Image on Horſeback with 
his Tunic, holding a naked Sword upright in his right Hand, 
and his Shield with his Arms on it right before him, with this 
Legend or Circumſcription, & 8. PETRI . DV CIS . BRI- 
TANNIE - ET. COMITIS - RICHEMONTIS: and on the | 
back of it a ſmaller Seal being only his Arms on a Shield, q 
with this Inſcription round it K SECRETVM MEVM, which | 
with ſome little Variation was uſed by his Dutcheſs, and im- | 
preſſed on the back of her Seal, which is oblong, with her 
Image on it crowned, and holding a Bird on her left Hand, 
with this Inſcription round it. S. AALIS - DVCISSE - 
BRITANIE + COIT . RICHEMONTIS. This Seal on the 
back of the great Seal was afterwards, 1286, 1304, 1390, thus 


circumſcribed, K CONT - SIGILLV Sc. But this way of 
Sealing did not continue long. The abovementioned John Rows 
informs us, that after the taking of John King of France Pri- 
ſoner, viz, A. D. 1356, the Lords and Gentlemen, left off put- 
ting the Images of Horſemen on their Seals, and put only their 
Arms in little Shields, or uſed only their Contre or Privy-Seals. 
But this ſeems not to have been univerſal at this Time. Since 
we have a Seal of John V. Duke of Bretagne and Earl of Riche- 
mont who died A. D. 1442, on the Face of which he is repre- 
ſented fitting under a Canopy crowned, with a Sword in his 
right Hand, and on his left Hand a ſmall Shield with his Arms 
on it, and at his Fect a Lion lying under them. The * Biſhops 
and great Abbats retained the Uſe of Broad or Great Seals yet 
longer. And our Princes have them to this Day, and have 
thought fit ſtill to retain the ancient Uſage of having on the 
Reverſe or Backs of them their Images on Horſeback. 

Theſe Contre or Privy-Seals were a great deal leſs than the 
authentic ones, as they are termed. Du Freſne obſerves of them, 
that ſometimes there were impreſſed on them the Arms of 
Knights, at others thoſe of the Families with which they had 


ſub atteſtatione et auctoritate MAN S1G1LLz noſtri, quod etiam 

in teſtimonium omnium et ſingulorum premiſſorum his preſentibus literis noſtris 
apponi fecimus — proemium Statutorum Collegit de Wye apud Cantianos ea 

 Fundatione Johannis Kempe Archiepiſcopi Eboracenſis, A. D. 1447, MS. 
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ſome Affinitie, or from whence they were derived or had their 
Original: and ſometimes certain exotic Figures, according to the 
Fancy of thoſe whoſe Seals they were. In the late Edition of 
Sir William Dugdale's Antiquities of Warwickſhire, is a Repre- 
ſentation of one of theſe Seals belonging to Robert Earl Ferrers 
in the Reign of Henry III. it is of Green Wax, of an Oval 
form, about 1 Inch + long, and 4 of an Inch broad, repreſent- 
ing his own Head, and the Inſcription E SECRETVM RO- , 
BERTI DE FERRARIIS. Theſe Seals, it has been already 
obſerved, were ſometimes called Contra Sigilla or the Contre 
Seals becauſe they were impreſſed on the Reverſe or Counter 
Part of the authentic or public Seal, ſo that they were on the 
other Side of it. Sometimes they are ſtiled the Privy or Secret 
Seals , Secretum, Sigillum Secreti, Secretum meum, with the 
Addition of the Name of the Man or Woman whoſe Seal it 
was, &c. But ſometimes we ſee this Seal hanging on the 
greater or authentic one, by a twiſted String of Silk faſtened to 
the Bottom of it. Its uſe was to ſeal Letters, or any Thing of 
a more private or ſecret Nature : though ſometimes we find 
Public Acts ſealed with this Privy or Contre Seal, for the 
fuller Credit to be given to them, and at other times we ſee it 
uſed for want of another Seal, or becauſe the public or authen- 
tic one could not be had. 5 aliud 3 tunc non habe- 
bam contraſigillo neo quo utebar pro Sigillo preſentes literas fect 
ſigillari, So in a Charter of the Dukes of Suecia, A. D. 1304. 
In cujus rei leſtimonium, robur et evidentiam ſecreta noſtra "97 
penes nos alia ſigilla non habemus, preſentibus duximus apponenda. 
Some Seals, of a yet ſmaller Size and without any Legend, 
were on the Rings which they wore, which from thence were 
called + Seal- Rings. This was a very ancient Practice, as ap- 
pears by the Books of Geneſis and Eſther, where we read that 
4 Judah had a 4 Signet, and, that King Abaſuerus's Letters to 


* See Du Freſnes Gloſſary V. Sigillarum Secreti. 

+ Avant que Puſage deſigner les actes obligatoires que les hommes faiſoient en- 
ereux ſũt etabli, on ſe ſervoit d'une eſpece deſſeau que l'on portoit au doigt enfor- 
me de bague et que Yon appella annulus ſignatorius, et que nous nommons a pre- 
ſent un cachet. Richelet Dictionaire. | | 7 

t a«x]/Any anmulum vertere Lxx et Vulg. Inſt. quia in Annulis ſigilla eſſe, ut 
notum eſt, ſolebant. Le Clerc. Herodotus obſerves of the Babylonians, that every 
one of them had a Sea] or a Ring with a Signet, &c. Lib. I, | 
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deſtroy the Jews were ſealed with the King's Ring. Du Fre/ae | 
informs us, that it was the common Form in almoſt all the Di | | 
lomas of Kings and Emperors; and that it may obtain an invio- | 
lable firmneſs, we have underfirmed it with our Hand, and com- 

manded it to be figned with the Impreſſion of our Ring. So the 

war ny confirm ſome of their Bulls, Datum Roma — ſich an- 

nulo piſcatoris, an Impreſſion of which is copied in the follow- 

ing Plate Ne. 12. No Name or Title appears in theſe Ring 
Seals, which, as is evident by a Seal of John IV. Duke of 4. D. 1399. 
Bretagne and Earl of Richmond, was ſometimes faſtned by a 8 
Label of Parchment at the Bottom of the Great Seal, when 

the Counter or Privy Seal was impreſſed on the back of it. 
Sometimes the Ring itſelf was affixed to the Silk String or 

Twiſt by which the Great Seal hung, but then it is not cer- 

tain, that it had a Seal. Thus we are told of King John, that Dugdale = 
while he was Earl of Moriton, he made a Grant of the Church jms 2 | 
of Hope in Derbyſhire to the Canons of Litchfield, and affixed bel. 111 


col. 1. 


44% 


to it his Gold Ring with a Turkey Stone in it, which he uk 
uſually wore, which is thus mentioned in the Charter - = 
non ſolum Sigilli mei impreſſiane ſed proprii annuli appoſitione ro- 

boravi. 


The Pendent Seal of Wax was wont to be fix'd to a Label Mads Dif- 
of Parchment, faftned to the Fold at the Bottom of the Deed fertation, wy 
or Charter: or elſe to a twiſted String of Silk (either White, 
Red, Green or mix'd as it happened) faſtned in like manner to 
the Fold: or elſe to a Sliver of Parchment cut from the Bot- 
tom of the Charter and made pendulous. A Charter of Wil. 
liam Abbat of St. Benedict of Holm in Norfolk, granted by him 
and the Monks of that Abby to Richard Baſſet without any 
Date, was ſhewed me by the late Peter le Neve, Eſq; Nerroy 
King at Arms, and a Copy of it given me engraven at his own 
Expence, in which the Seal, which is made of Leather, is fix'd. 
at the Top upon the Parchment. The Seal is round; and a- 
bout the Bigneſs of the Great Seals then in Uſe. On it is re- 
preſented a Man in Armour, on Foot, with a Shield of an 
odd Form on his left Arm, and a Helmet or Cap on his Head, 
and a large Broad Sword in his right Hand with which he at- 
tacks a monſtrous Creature, part'y Bird and partly Beaſt, ers 

O 


FRI 


FF Ott 


Of the ANTI TY and Us R 


ſtands upon its hind Legs, and holds a * naked Child in its 

Bill, ' which is ſhap'd like that of a Gooſe. Round it was a 
Legend within a Circle, but only a few Letters of it can now 
be read, but it ſeems to have been S1GILLVM RICARDI Bas- 

SET, 

About the Time of our great Lords leaving off the Uſe of 

Great Seals, and having wy their Privy or Small ones, Seals 

began to be very common, ſo as not only they who bore Arms, 

or were Gentlemen, uſed to have Seals, but others of meaner 

Rank or Condition, fram'd to themſelves Seals of their own de- 
viſing, and of a ſmaller Size than the Contre or Privy Seals, 
See Plate, No. with their Names round the outſide of the Seal. Some took 
14, 6,8, 9, the Initial Letters of their Names; ſome had Flowers, Knots 
8 8 and Flouriſhes; and others had Mens Heads, Beaſts, as Lions, 
Leopards, Greyhounds, Hares, &c. Birds and other Devices, as 
it is now in uſe among us. It has been obſerved by a very learn- 
5 Au, ed and curious Collector of Britiſh Antiquities, that in later Ages 
£19 PP, it was a very common Practice among our Eccleſiaſtics and Laics 
eee p. to make uſe of Roman Gems found here for more modern 
X11, | Seals: by which means, through the Ignorance of thoſe Times, 
a Roman Deity, Emperor, or Lady, was ſometimes miſtaken for 
ſome Chriſtian Repreſentation, and inſcribed as ſuch, Of this 
the following Inſtances are given. The Seal + of Richard Abbat 
of Selby, has for its Reverſe the 7 hn of the Head of Ho- 
orius the Roman Emperor, with this very Inſcription round it 
b. HONORIVS AUG. and yet hig Ignorance ſuffered him to 
miſtake it for the Head of Te/us Chriſt, and there is actually a 
Rim put round it on which 1s inſcribed, in very bad Latin, 
LAPUD ÞOC LRISTUS EST. The Counter Seal of f Roger 
Archbiſhop of York is a Roman Gem, on which are cut three 
Heads, which, very probably were deſigned for Minerva, So- 

crates and Plato, but which the Biſhop miſtook for the Ho 


Trinity, and accordingly cauſed to be inſcribed round the Vere 


* Such Repreſentations were not uncommon about this Time, Towards the 
Top of a Stone Window-Caſe, in the South Wall of the Church of Holy Crefz 
at Goodneſtone in Eaſt Kent, is cut a Repreſentation of an Infant in Swadli 
Cloaths, ſeized by ſome monſtrous Creature. | 

+ See antient Seals engraved by G. J. for the Society of Antiquaries. B. 

+ Roger of Biſbopibridge, conſecrated at Vim. Octob. 10. 1154. 
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LAPUT NOSTR. TRINITAS EST. So the Contre or 

Privy Seal of one R. de SEPESHEVET was a Berl on which 

was engraven a PALLAS with her Spear, Shield, Snake, GGW. 
Such Practices, the learned and ingenious Dr. Middleton tells Letter f 
us, are not uncommon in RoMsE itſelf, where we ſhall hardly ge. P- 
ſee any other Alteration of Paganiſm, than the Shrine of ſome old CE 
Hero filled now by the meaner Statue of ſome modern Saint. 

He inſtances, particularly in the Church of St. Agnes, where 

an antique Statue of a young Bacchus, with a new Name and 

ſome little Change of Drapery, ſtands now worſhipped under 

the Title of a Female Saint. - But this, I ſhould think, can 

ſcarce be termed Ignorance. 

As to the Uſe and Importance of SEALs. It has been ob- Madex Dif. 

ferved, that if a Man or Woman had not his or her Seal in a e e p. 
readineſs, or no Seal of their own, they would ſometimes 
cauſe the Seal of ſome other Perſon to be aſſix d to their Deed. 
So in a Charter referr'd to by Du Freſne, A. D. 1117. Sed 
quia nondum Comes Galfridus proprium habebat Sigillum, hoc 
nobis in Sigillo Comitis Stephani confirmavit, And in another, 
A. D. 1226. Et quia Miles non eram, et proprium Sigillum non 
habebam quando hanc conceſſionem fecimus, autoritate Sigilli Do- 
mini patris mei cartam iſtam ſigillavimus. Thus here at home, 
Reginald Fitz-Ethew of Efthall, A. D. 1245, teſtifies that be- 
cauſe he had not his own in a readineſs, he had borrowed a 
Seal from Sir Pagan de Mubray, with which he had ſealed 
that preſent Writing. | | 

If their own Seal was either wholly unknown or not * well 
known, or the Grantor's Quality or Condition mean and ob- 
ſcure, the Conveyances were uſually ratified under the Authen- 
tic Seal of ſome Public Officer or Corporation thus: Quia 
Sigillum meum penitus eſt ignotum, Sigillum Officialis de N. 
apponi procuravi, If they thought it for more Security and a 
better Confirmation of what they did, they would ſometimes 
uſe both their own Seal and ſome other Seal that was better 
known, which was commonly the Seal of ſome Public Office, 
as of a Rural Deanery, Officiality, &c. or of ſome Corporation 


* Bub ſigillo Caſtri Norwici quod eſt Sigillum Vicecomitis Comitatus 


ye perpetuum et auctorizatum et cognitum per totum Comitatum. Madaus 
irma Burgi, p. 155. 85 N 
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with an Atteſtation of the Officer, Mayor, &c. that it was hs 
Parochial An. Seal of Office. Thus Margery Shakyll, A. D. 1449, atteſts 
ein, her releaſe of the Manors of Borſtal, &c. In cujus rei teſti- 
Ee p. 662. monium preſents ſeripto Sigillum meum e , ef quia Sigillum 
meum quam pluribus eſt incognitum, ideo Sigillum Majoratils 
Ville Oxon preſentibus apponi procuravi. And then follows the 
Mayor's Atteſtation, &c. Sometimes one Seal was ſet for two 
Madex's For- Perſons; thus in a Releaſe of Thomas Daunger and Maud his 
mutare an, Wife: In cujus rei teftimonium, cum dicta Matildis Sigillum pro- 
"vs P prium non haberet, ad inſtanciam ejuſdem Matildis, Ego Thomas 
preſentibus literis Sigillum meum pro nobis et heredibus noſtris 
apps. Sometimes the Witneſſes have ſet their Seals, as they 
uſed heretofore to put the Sign of the Croſs, to their Names. 
Madbx's Di/- The Order in affixing the Seals generally was, that the Seal 
ein. of the Perſon named firſt in the Charter was placed next to 
| the beginning of the Lines, and ſo the other Seals of the ſe- 
veral Parties in order, from the left to the right: though 
ſometimes this Order was not exactly obſerved. If there were 
three Seals, that of the worthieſt Perſon was ſometimes placed 
in the middle, : 
De Legibuz, Our learned Lawyer Bra#on has obſerved, that the Seal was 
Lib, f. 16. of great Force, inſomuch, that the Charter had, in a fort, its 
Strength and Validity from it. Quoniam hujuſmodi Scripture 
non efſet ſides adhibenda niſi Signum intervenerit, quod talis do- 
natio et ſcriptura a conſcientia et voluntate Donatoris emanaret, 
ideo in teſtimonium et approbationem rei geſti apponit donator 
Signum, adjrcrendo in Charta Donationts clauſulam iſtam; Quod 
ut ratum fit et firmum, &c. Vel fic, In cujus rei teſtimonium, 
preſentibus, huic, preſenti Scripto, huic charte, Sigillum meum 
appoſui. A Proof of this is the following remarkable Inſtance, 
Sir Willlow vig. A Charter, granted by King Henry I. to the Abbat and 
N o Monks of Eveſham of the Hundred of Blackher/t and divers 
Warmwickfbire, Liberties, was exhibited to King Henry III. when by paſſing 
p. 922. col. a. through many Hands the Seal was broke quite aſunder. That 
therefore the Credit and Validity of the Charter might not in 
Proceſs of Time, be queſtioned, the King cauſed it to be con- 
firmed with another Charter and a New Seal, with this Clauſe 
ſhewing the Reaſon of his ſo doing, vig. that it might not be 
reckoned by any body a vitious or corrupt one, on Account of 


the 


rr i 


of SEALS in ENGLAND. 29 


the Seal's being ſplit, and teſtifying, that the Seal was whole 

and intire, when he received it of the Abbat, and firmly re- 

quiring, that this Charter of his Grandfather's ſhould, not- 

withſtanding this Accident, have the ſame Force and Efficacy 

for ever, that it ſhould have if the Seal was ſtill whole and 

not broke aſunder. | : | 

The Puniſhment inflicted for counterfeiting another Man's 

Seal, is yet a further Proof of the great Importance of it in 

thoſe Times. This was no leſs than abjuring the Kingdom or 

going into perpetual Exile, as appears by a Writ of King John Dugdalrs 

to the Sheriff of Oxford, wherein the King commands the She- Antiquit. of 

riff to cauſe one Anketill Manvers, who had been taken up for gi, p. 922. 

falſifying the Seal of Robert de Oldbridge, to abjure the Realm, col. 1. 

and to ſend him without Delay to the Sea, by ſome of his 

Officers who ſhould ſee him go out of the Land. According- 

ly, ſo tender and careful was every Man of his own Seal in 

thaſe Times, that in Caſe he accidentally loſt it, care was ta- 

ken to make Public his doing ſo, leſt another might make 

Uſe of it to his Detriment. Thus Benedict of Hagham, in 54 

Hen. III. or A. D. 1270. having loſt his Seal, cauſed Procla- 

mation to be made of it in the Court of King's Bench, that, in 

whatſoever Hand it was, it ſhould, for the future be of no 
Force or Validity, withal deſcribing the Seal, vi. with one 

Head in the middle under his Name, Not much unlike to 

this is that of Henry de Perpount, a Perſon of great Quality, in 

8 Edward I. A. D. 1280. who, the Record fays, came in 

Michaelmas Term into the Chancery at Lincoln, and there pub- 

lickly declared, that he had loſt a Seal, and made Proteſtation, 

that if any Inſtrument was found ſealed with that Seal, fince 

or after that Time, it was of no Moment or Value. So in the 

7 Edw, II. A. D. 1314. Jobn E-— owned in the King's 

Chancery, that he had loſt his Seal, and petitioned, that here- 

after no Credit might be given to that Seal. By a pleading in 

9 Hen, III. A. D. 1225. it appears, that 200 Marks Damages, 

a vaſt Sum in thoſe Times, were recovered againſt Henry and 

William de Grendon, by Sir Ralph de Crophull Knight, for their 

forcibly n a Seal from a Deed, And in 13 Edw. III. 

A. D. 1339. when by ſome Misfortune a Deed, then ſhewed in 

the Chancery, was ſevered from the Seal in the Preſence 01 
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Lord Chancellor and other noble Perſons, command was not 


only given for the affixing the Seal again thereto, but an Exem- 
olifcation was made thereof under the Great Seal of England 


with a recital of the Premiſſes, Nor is that Publication made 


by John de Greeley of Drakelow, in the County of Derby, 
upon the loſs of his Seal, leſs conſiderable : Be it known unto 


all was gee that I John Greſeley have not had the Power of 


my Seal for one whole Year laſt paſt, which I do now notiſie be- 
ing in good Memorie and ſound Mind; and do gainſay and deny 
the Writings ſealed with my Seal, in all Things from the Time 
aforeſaid, to the Day of its Reſtoration; in Teſtimony of which 
I have put the Seal of the Deanery of Repindon. The late 
learned Archbiſhop Nicholſon has mentioned a Grant, which he 
ſaw bearing Date in the Year 1247, by which it appears, that 
when a Seal was loſt-it was renewed, and Notice given of its 
being uſed inſtead of that which was loſt, in this or the like 
Form: In cujus rei teſtimonium buic Scripto Sigillum meum 
innovatum Profit, quia Sigillum quod prius habui amiſi. 


The Reaſon of all this Care and Caution about Seals, is ſaid 
to have been either the total want of Pubh:ck Notaries, or their 


not being common at this Time. To ſupply theſe it was ne- 
ceſſary, it was ſaid, to have Recourſe to AUTHENT1C SEALS. 
It was therefore ordered, that not only Archbiſhops and Biſhops, 
but alſo their Officials, as alſo Abbats, Priors, and Deans, Arch- 
deacons and their Officials, and Rural Deans, and the Chap- 
ters of Cathedral Churches, and all other Colleges and Con- 


vents ſhould have StALs; that ſuch Seals ſhould have on them 


the Names of the Dignity, Office, &c. and their proper Names 
who enjoy'd it: Unleſs it was a "Temporal Office, as Rural 
Deans and Officials, who were to have only the Name of the 
Office engraved, and'when their Office was expired to ſurrender 


their Scal to him from whom they had their Office, Theſe 


Scals were required to be very carefully kept and cautiou 


fl 
uſed, About /oventy Years after, an Act of Parliament { 


| | Pa 
fed,” whereby it was ordained, that the Abbats of the Orders of 
Ciftercienſes and Pramonſtratenſes, and other Religious Orders, 


-whoſe Seal had "heretofore been uſed to remain only in the 


Cuſtody of the Abbat; and not of the Convent, ſhould there- 


tody 


* 
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tody of the Prior and four of the moſt wagthy and diſcreet 


Men of the Convent, to be laid up in fafe-keeping * the 
Abbats private Seal. 


By the Reformation of the Ecclefia 2 Laws drawn - in De regulis ju- 
King Edward VI. Reign, theſe Authentic Seals of the Arch- 7” 


their lawful Deputies, but by no means by their Regiſtraries or 
Actuaries, 


biſhops, &c. were ordered to be kept either by themſelves or . 


By the ſame Body of Laws it was appointed, that, becauſe De 1famer 


when the Seal of a dead Man is intercepted, many knaviſh 4 


Things have been uſed to be done, therefore as ſoon as any one ;; 
ſhall depart this Life, his Seal which he uſed to put to Wri- 
tings, of what Nature ſoever it was, ſhould be put up in a lit- 
tle Box or Purſe, where it might be ſafely kept, and that Box, 
Ge. ſealed with the Seals of three honeſt Perſons, that fo the 
Seal of the Teſtator may be carried ſafe to the Judge the firſt 
Opportunity : And, 'that when the Heirs or Executors ſhall 
have brought the Seal to him, he ſhall immediately deface it, 
or delete the Image and Form of the Seal, and return the * 
Materials of it to the Executors, &c. This is now done in 
Caſe of a Biſhop's Death, when his E Epiſcopal Seal is broken 
in the Preſence of the Archbiſhop of the Ts 


* Theſe were ſometimes Gems or Preciouy Stones, as „ Bey, Sc. Gold, 
Silver, &c, | 
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